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to the New World. It is estimated that 12 million people were transported as slaves, with 10 million 
actually surviving the trip. Figure 10.2 shows where slaves were taken. This group was largely held in 
a state of separation and segregation.

Contributing Countries Since 1800

Since the beginning of the 19th century, as many as 70 million people have immigrated to the Western 
Hemisphere. Between 1846 and 1932, 53 million people migrated, all but 2 million from Europe and 
more than three-quarters of that number from five areas: the British Isles, Italy, Austria-Hungary, 
Germany, and Spain. The United States received 60% of those.

Ellis Island, .8 kilometers (a half-mile) from the Statue of Liberty, processed its first immigrant 
in 1892 and its last in 1954. More than half of the immigrants entering the United States between 

Figure 10.2  Slave Trade, 1450–1870
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Source: Stauffer (2005, p. 61).

Note: The United States banned the importation of slaves in 1808.


